
This fifth REVIT newsletter coincides with the first deliveries
of our urban redevelopment projects. In the heart of Nantes
conurbation and surrounded by the river Loire, the île de
Nantes (Nantes island) is one of the largest urban renewal
projects in France. With the Shipyards and the Alstom site
currently under conversion, the western part of the island is
the industrial district. The île de Nantes project offers an
alternative to urban sprawl and consists of re-inventing and
developing the city. It is also a great opportunity for urban
regeneration as new inhabitants, activities and attractive
areas are being created on the island, while at the same time
preserving ways of life and memories of places inherited from
the past. The former Shipyards, symbolic site that resonates
with Nantes' shipbuilding and industrial history, is being given
a new lease of life this summer by urban developments,
tourist facilities and cultural initiatives. After a year of work,
the reconverted site on the waterfront has delivered its first
results: landing stages, quays, jetties and pontoon offer a

new view across the Loire; a place to take a leisurely break at only a stone's throw
from the historic city centre.
Reinventing the city through this kind of large scale project necessitates a close
collaboration with all parties, including local inhabitants, remaining open to initiatives
developing well-adapted partnerships and having in place a clear marketing strategy.
Our work on these issues have been considerably enriched thanks to the REVIT
cooperation project.
The diversity of approaches and of urban projects highlighted by the “International
Conference on Managing Urban Land” held in Stuttgart in April 2007 bore witness of
how much we can gain in exchanging
our experiences and practices.
Exchanges of know-how, transfer of
experiences, site visits, international
events, pilot projects: these are
opportunities to share our resources,
re-question our practices in order to
formulate the ''good questions” and
build shared solutions together with
our European colleagues. In short, to
jointly remain upfront on an issue that
is becoming a key challenge in
Europe: the city, its development and
its renewal.
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The conference was jointly organised
by REVIT and CABERNET




